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Alacrity (Noun)

Eager to do something and then doing it promptly.

Elon heeded his mother’s instructions with alacrity.

Yay!!

You studied 

enough. Now go 

play with your 

friends.
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Epiphany
A moment when you suddenly realize or under-
stand something important. 

Jay had an epiphany on how to move the huge 
boulder.

(Noun)

Why didn’t I 
think of this 
before?
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Serendipity
Being lucky by accident.

Fareed caught a fish in a stroke of serendipity.

(Adjective)

Just a stroke of 

luck!
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Litany
A long list of complaints or problems.

Charlie has a litany of grievances against his boss.

(Noun)

I think my com-
plaints are a 

larger pile than 
these books
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Microcosm
Small portion of something much larger.

The solar system is a microcosm of the entire 
galaxy.

(Noun)
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A person’s nickname.

Imran’s moniker is ‘The Raging bull’ because of his 
aggressive tennis skills. 

Moniker
(noun)

Let’s get this 
over with!!
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Miserly behaviour. 

Despite being so wealthy, Hassan is so parsimonious 
that he still wears his old ragged clothes. 

(Adjective)
Parsimonious
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Spendthrift
Someone who carelessly squanders his or her 
         					     wealth. 

Gaurav is such a spendthrift, he throws his money 
around to show off. 

(Noun/Adjective)

Who cares about 
saving money?
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Thrift
Prudent behaviour.

Ben’s thriftiness stops him from buying clothes at 
their normal price.

(Noun)

Instead of this I 
can buy clothes 
which are on sale.



10

Concluding part of a long speech. 

The president’s peroration during his long speech 
about achieving peace in the world evoked a big 
applause.

(noun)
Peroration



Truncate
 To shorten something.

The president truncated his speech. 

(Verb)

Let’s get 
straight to the 
point!
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